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FOR MORE DETAILED CLASS DESCRIPTIONS, PLEASE VISIT WRITER.ORG
NOTE: TWC will be closed December 25th and January 1st 

FICTIONFICTION

Introduction to the Short Story
Christopher Linforth

In this class, we will read classic and contemporary 
short stories and develop our own theories and 
opinions on the constituent elements of the genre. 
That is: what makes a short story and what makes 
it good. Through a set of writing exercises, we 
will explore the craft of short fi ction and establish 
a sound grasp of the essential building blocks: 
character, point of view, dialogue, setting, plot, 
structure, theme. Students will leave with a written, 
workshopped and revised story and have plenty of 
material for many others.

8 Mondays  1/6-2/24
Online Beginner $360

Short Story I 
Jim Beane

An engaging workshop incorporating writing 
exercises, reading contemporary and classic short 
stories, roundtable discussions on craft and work-
shopping completed short stories by participants 
who volunteer their work for review. The focus is to 
develop an understanding of the unifying elements 
that make a modern short story successful.

6 Wednesdays 12:30-3:30 p.m. 1/8-2/12
Bethesda Beginner $315

Short Story II
Con Lehane

In this course, we’ll concentrate on writing stories 
- those things with beginnings, middles and ends 
that delve into the human spirit and attempt to 
reveal to us who we are. No matter your genre, 
certain elements of fi ction are universal. We’ll ex-
amine such craft elements as character, plot, point 
of view, description, dialogue, setting, pacing, and 
voice as well as the importance of substance and 
structure to a story. The basic format of the class 
will be a workshop, but we’ll also include exercises 
and an occasional reading.

8 Wednesdays 7-9:30 p.m. 1/8-2/26
Bethesda Intermediate $360

The Extreme Novelist
Kathryn Johnson

Can’t fi nd the time/energy/inspiration to get your 
novel written? This popular course will help you 
complete a rough draft in just 8 weeks, with the en-
couraging guidance of professional writing coach 
Kathryn Johnson (author of more than 40 published 
books). You will commit to an aggressive writing 
schedule and learn the tricks professionals use to 
create a productive working environment and meet 
their deadlines despite distractions.

8 Wednesdays 7-9:30 p.m. 1/8-2/26
Bethesda Intermed/Advanced $360

Fiction I
T. Greenwood

If you have always wanted to write a novel but 
didn’t know where to start, this workshop will help 
you understand the process of writing a novel so 
you can get started putting pen to paper. We will 
focus on everything from generating ideas to devel-
oping characters to establishing point of view. We 
will touch on many elements of fi ction (dialogue, 
scene, etc...), but the emphasis will be on discover-
ing the writing process that works best for you.

8 Saturdays  1/11-3/1
Online Beginner $360

Mystery and Suspense Writing
Con Lehane

This course will cover the essential aspects of mys-
tery and suspense fi ction writing-compelling open-
ings, characters readers care about, exciting action, 
suspenseful situations, seamless plots, stories that 
endure-with an emphasis on creating suspense and 
mystery, the elements of fi ction that keep readers 
turning pages. The basic format of the class will 
be a workshop in which participants discuss each 
other’s writing. I’ll also assign exercises and some 
reading. The workshop is open to both beginning 
and seasoned fi ction writers, whether of stories or 
novels.

8 Tuesdays 7-9:30 p.m. 1/14-3/4
Bethesda All $360

Fiction I: For the Middle Grade 
and Young Adult Reader 
Judith Tabler

Middle graders (children ages 8-12) and young 
adults (children ages 12-18)  can be a terrifi c audi-
ence for your creative skills. These age groups 
devour both nonfi ction and fi ction. We will look at 
classic and current literature, but most class time 
will be spent discussing participants’ writings. 
We will explore protagonists, plot, confl ict, action, 
humor, dialogue, villains, secondary characters, 
good beginnings, strong middles and great end-
ings. Writers of all levels are welcome. Come to the 
fi rst class with a copy of a middle grade or young 
adult book you wish you had written and discuss its 
strengths with the group. Class schedule will alter-
nate between Bethesda and online workshops. 

7 Tuesdays 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 1/14-2/25
Bethesda/Online All $315

Writing Short Stories
John Morris

Are you ready to take your short story draft to the 
next level? Need help completing the draft: longing 
for motivation to begin? This workshop is designed 
to meet those needs, creating a helpful, supportive 
atmosphere for all participants. The goal is for each 

writer to present a successful draft, with emphasis 
on encouragement, hard work and practical sug-
gestions. The workshop leader will provide detailed 
written comments on all manuscripts.

8 Wednesdays 7-9:30 p.m. 1/15-3/5
Bethesda Intermed/Advanced $360

Writing and Healing
Ann McLaughlin

By writing about experiences we can objectify 
them and help to heal. Workshop members may 
write about personal experiences or ones they 
have heard about with a view toward beginning or 
continuing work on a novel or a short story. We will 
emphasize character development, plot and the 
telling detail.

8 Saturdays 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 1/18-3/8
Bethesda All $360

Perspective
Kathryn Johnson

Acquiring editors name lack of control of point 
of view as one of the most frequent reasons for 
rejection of fi ction manuscripts. Yet many authors 
don’t even consider perspective while writing their 
stories. Learn how to create a solid point-of-view 
plan for your novel or short story and with it a crisp 
focus for your story. A Saturday morning coff ee-
and-pastries workshop.

1 Saturday 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 1/18
Bethesda All $50

Starting Fantasy Fiction
Brenda W. Clough

The fi rst session will be devoted to the basics of 
fi ction and story construction. In the second ses-
sion, we’ll do a start-up exercise to help you get 
going.

2 Thursdays 7:30-9 p.m. 1/23-1/30
Bethesda Beginner $100

Fiction I 
Alan Orloff 

Have you started a novel - or have a great idea for 
one - but need some direction and feedback? In 
this workshop, we’ll talk about the building blocks-
plot, characters, setting, dialogue, confl ict - and 
how they all fi t together to create a solid founda-
tion for page-turning fi ction. Sessions will include 
instruction and writing exercises, with an emphasis 
on critiques of participants’ work. Oh, and it will be 
fun, too!

8 Saturdays 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 2/1-3/22
Bethesda Beginner $360

How to Get Published
Kathryn Johnson
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We can’t revise a novel in a single Saturday morn-
ing (more’s the pity!), but we can create a check-list 
of things to avoid that often cause rejection. We’ll 
also discuss elements that entice literary agents 
and editors to ask for a story. Come for a relaxed 
Saturday morning session with your fellow authors.

1 Saturday 1-3:30 p.m. 2/1
Bethesda All $50

Fiction III
Virginia Hartman

What does any fi ction writer need more than a 
community, a few extra sets of eyes and a couple 
of new techniques? That’s what we’ll provide in this 
class. Skillful and supportive reading and critiquing 
will be encouraged, as will revision with a focus on 
dramatic tension and characters who demand to be 
heard. Please bring 15 copies of a work in progress 
(short story or novel excerpt) to the fi rst class. 

Note: No class on 2/22.

6 Saturdays 1-3:30 p.m. 2/1-3/15
Bethesda Advanced $270

The Elements of Fiction: Plot
T. Greenwood

Whether you are an outliner or a writer who fl ies by 
the seats of your pants when it comes to plot, your 
novel still needs structure. In this workshop, we will 
study the architecture of a novel and devise a plan 
for plotting your novel.

4 Saturdays  2/1-2/22

Online All $195

6 Stories, 6 Weeks
Mark Cugini

In this class, students will write, workshop and 
critque six new stories. In class discussions will 
focus on the various elements of fi ction and writers 
will be given weekly prompts to “jumpstart” their 
writing. The goal of this course is to complete new 
work and to recieve specifi c feedback for revisions.

6 Mondays 7-10 p.m. 2/3-3/10
Bethesda All $315

Fiction II
Aaron Hamburger

This workshop is designed for fi ction writers at 
intermediate to advanced levels who have a short 
story or novel in progress.

8 Tuesdays 6:30-8:30 p.m. 2/4-3/25
Capitol Hill Intermediate $290

6 Stories, 6 Weeks 
Sinta Jimenez

For the intermediate short story writer, work on six 
short stories in a guided process that covers the 
elements of fi ction and short story writing.

6 Wednesdays 6-8 p.m. 2/5-3/12
Bethesda Intermediate $215

8 Stories, 8 Weeks

Sinta Jimenez

For the intermediate short story writer, work on 
eight short stories in a guided process that covers 
the elements of fi ction and short story writing.

8 Thursdays 6-8 p.m. 2/6-3/27
Bethesda Intermediate $290

Master Novel I:
Developing Your Novel
Amin Ahmad

Through a combination of in-class writing prompts, 
lecture, and workshop, we will focus on deepen-
ing each writer’s work in three areas. Craft issues: 
We will investigate beginnings, endings, eff ective 
plotting, and novel structure. We also will discuss 
character development, point of view, dialogue and 
setting. Novel writing process: Discover a process 
that works for you to write regularly, power through 
writer’s block and to edit/revise your work eff ective-
ly. Critique: Learn to read other students’ work like 
a writer, identifying what is working well and what 
needs to be developed further. The goal is to create 
a cohort of writers who support each other.

Admission: By permission of instructor: email 
up to a 10-page writing sample by Jan 1 to 
caitlin.rizzo@writer.org. Students will be notifi ed of 
the instructor’s decision by Jan 8.

Limited to 10 students.

10 Tuesdays 7-9:30 p.m. 2/11-4/15
Bethesda Master $430
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The Action-Adventure Novel
Kathryn Johnson

Some of the most popular novels in a wide range 
of genres - suspense, mysteries, thrillers, science 
fi ction, historical fi ction and more - fall into this 
category. When you portray dramatic, vivid scenes 
that involve the characters in physically challeng-
ing situations, you capture readers’ minds and take 
them along on the adventure. See how authors of 
these best-sellers do it and learn to use their tech-
niques in your own novels.

1 Saturday 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 2/15
Bethesda All $50

Characterization in the Novel
T. Greenwood

When writing a novel, we must know our primary 
characters inside and out. We need to understand 
their desires, motivations and frustrations, their 
histories and their futures. This workshop will focus 
on the development of authentic characters. We 
will examine character as both autonomous and 
residing within the context of the other novelistic 
elements and we will discuss the challenge of cre-
ating and integrating these various elements into a 
cohesive and credible whole. 

8 Saturdays  3/1-4/19
Online All $360

Fiction II: Writing for Middle 
Grade and Young Adult Readers
Judith Tabler

This workshop is for writers who have already 
completed the fi ction one workshop in this genre 
or who are experienced fi ction writers. In workshop 
sessions, we will focus on how your manuscript ac-
complishes its goals. Workshop participants should 
have a completed, or almost completed, manuscript 
in hand. Participants will be critiquing each other’s 
long manuscripts in order to understand the writer’s 
full story. Workshop sessions will alternate between 
Bethesda and online. Weeks one, three, and six will 
be in Bethesda. Weeks two, four, and fi ve will be 
online only.

6 Tuesdays 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 3/4-4/8
Bethesda/Online Intermediate $270

Short Story I 
Jim Beane

An engaging workshop incorporating writing 
exercises, reading contemporary and classic short 
stories, roundtable discussions on craft and work-
shopping completed short stories by participants 
who volunteer their work for review. The focus is to 
develop an understanding of the unifying elements 
that make a modern short story successful.

6 Wednesdays 12:30-3:30 p.m. 3/5-4/9
Bethesda Beginner $315

Marketing for Novelists
Kathryn Johnson

Here’s your chance to experiment with marketing 
materials in preparation for submission to literary 

agents and publishers. Avoid the mistakes that 
most new authors make when sending a query or 
samples of their work. Your workshop leader has 
sold more than 40 books, and advised others who 
have found agents and/or publishers, using her 
tips. We also will address self-promotion tech-
niques to encourage discoverability by readers 
once your book has been published.

4 Wednesdays 7-9:30 p.m. 3/5-3/26
Bethesda All $195

Short Story II
Jennifer Buxton

For the writer who feels comfortable with the basic 
terms of fi ction and has some works in progress. 
We will focus on developing each story to its full-
est, assessing whether each scene or section con-
tributes to the whole and asking what, if anything, 
the story needs to become fully developed and 
engaging. Optional outside readings of published 
stories to supplement our discussions and fuel our 
ambitions. 

Note: No class on 4/17. 

8 Thursdays 7-9:30 p.m. 3/6-5/1
Bethesda Intermediate $360

Young Adult Novels
Kathryn Johnson

Authors will learn how to slant their fi ction for two of 
the most popular fi ction genres today: young-adult 
(teen) and new-adult (for and about 20-somethings). 
This half-day class is for adult authors who are 
considering writing for young readers and will dem-
onstrate why these books appeal not only to their 
intended audience but attract crossover readers of 
any age. A Saturday morning coff ee klatch session. 
Come hungry!

1 Saturday 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 3/8
Bethesda All $50

Fiction I
Jim Mathews

This workshop is designed for fi ction writers at the 
beginner to intermediate levels who have a short 
story or novel-in-progress. The class will include 
discussions of basic elements of fi ction and 
demonstrate how those elements can be used to 
infuse tension and forward movement in character 
and plot development. Each writer will be asked 
to submit up to 30 double-spaced pages for group 
critique. In addition, participants will complete writ-
ing exercises designed to emphasize story-telling 
through dynamic dialogue and action.

8 Tuesdays 7-9:30 p.m. 3/11-4/29
Bethesda Beginner/Intermediate $360

Advanced Novel and Memoir
Barbara Esstman

For serious writers with a book-length project and 
hopes for publication. Learn technical skills: char-
acter and scene development, dialogue, confl ict 
and plot. Discuss psychological aspects: how to 
fi nd and stay with the emotional core of the story 
and how to keep going to the end. We’ll also touch 

on rewriting and the directions for getting an agent. 
Each writer will submit up to 25 double-spaced 
pages. Permission of the instructor or previous 
completed workshop required.

8 Wednesdays 7-9:30 p.m. 3/12-4/30
Bethesda Advanced $360

Writing About Animals: Sit, Stay, 
Write! 
Judith Tabler

Interested in crafting a story about an animal? It’s 
not all fl uff , fuzz and feathers. This is an area that 
attracts many serious writers. Annie Dillard, John 
Grogan, James Herriot, Laura Hillenbrand, John 
Steinbeck and James Thurber are just some who 
are enchanted with the lives of animals. In our 
fi rst session, we will look at excerpts from lead-
ing works in the fi eld (fi ction or nonfi ction) and 
participants will workshop their own manuscripts in 
the second session. We will be looking at some ele-
ments that make great animal essays and stories: 
research, objectivity, characterization, style, tone 
and structure.

2 Saturdays 1:30-4 p.m. 3/15-3/22
Bethesda All $100

Ten Steps to a Great Tale
Lynn Schwartz

Let’s discuss the necessary elements to make your 
story compelling, resonant and accessible. Learn to 
identify where to begin, how to end and the skills 
needed to traverse the murky middle. Appropriate 
for those writing short stories, novels and those 
who wish to incorporate fi ctional techniques in 
memoir.

1 Saturday 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 3/15
Annapolis All $50

Point of View
John Morris

To write good fiction, you must be able to create 
and sustain a convincing point of view. Sadly, 
what you learned about “point of view” back in 
English class isn’t enough - and may even hurt 
your style. This intensive workshop introduces 
the simple but crucial skill set that successful 
writers need and gives participants a chance to 
practice the techniques in a lively, supportive 
workshop environment.

1 Saturday 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 3/15
Bethesda All $50

How to Write a Lot
Kathryn Johnson

You may think you don’t have the time or energy to 
write because of a hectic schedule. But come and 
learn what Kathryn Johnson’s “Extreme Novelists” 
know about organizing their time. We’ll share the 
methods published writers use to fi nish their books 
in months instead of years, their short stories in 
mere weeks. Join us for coff ee and pastries and 
fi nd out how it’s done.

1 Saturday 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 3/22
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Bethesda All $50

Short Story II
Mark Cugini

This workshop will put a strong emphasis on 
sentence-level writing and revision. Students in this 
class will revise their stories, discuss contemporary 
authors and critique each other’s work. The goal of 
this course is to complete a polished draft of one 
short story and learn a variety of revision strategies.

6 Saturdays 1-4 p.m. 3/22-4/26
Bethesda All $315

Nail the Short Story to Write First-
Rate Fiction
Amy Abrams

Most novelists master the art of fi ction by writing 
short stories. In this seminar, we explore creating 
the arc of your protagonist, choosing the best point 
of view, writing authentic dialog, enhancing story 
through setting and determining tone. Moreover, 
we see that these components work together creat-
ing a cohesive whole. This powerful dynamic is the 
essence of a winning short story and the essential 
tool you need for a successful novel. 

1 Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 3/29
Bethesda All $115

Writing Short Stories
John Morris

Are you ready to take your short story draft to 
the next level? Need help completing the draft? 
Longing for motivation to begin? This workshop is 
designed to meet those needs, creating a helpful, 
supportive workshop atmosphere for all par-
ticipants. The goal is for each writer to present a 
successful draft, with emphasis on encouragement, 
hard work and practical suggestions. The workshop 
leader will provide detailed written comments on 
all manuscripts.

8 Mondays 7-9:30 p.m. 3/31-5/19
Bethesda Intermed/Advanced $360

First Draft Hell: Edits Make Heav-
en
Amy Abrams

In this fi ction seminar, you learn to write powerful 
fi rst drafts, then delete and tweak for publishable 
narratives. By allowing abandon on initial manu-
scripts, you protect the raw potency of your work.  
It’s tricky editing; no wonder you want to beeline 
for the fridge and surf the web. You’ll learn tools 
to sift your story down to size. The seminar also 
shows you how to clarify and refi ne key compo-
nents including dialog, setting and character while 
maintaining tone. Point of view is a whole planet 
onto itself - and we will go there, too.

1 Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 4/5
Bethesda All $115

Plot Intensive

Lynn Schwartz

Plot cannot stand alone. Plot is the organizing 
force that makes stories progress and insists that 
something happen. It is essential to support plot 
with other elements of craft such as character, 
theme, suspense and confl ict. Participants learn to 
avoid formulaic plot and understand how charac-
ters drive organic narratives. In-class exercises and 
reading examples will illustrate ways to identify the 
strengths and weaknesses of your story’s develop-
ment and direction.

1 Saturday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 4/5
Bethesda All $50

4 Stories, 4 Weeks 
Sinta Jimenez

For the intermediate short story writer: work on four 
short stories in a guided process that covers the ele-
ments of fi ction and short story writing.

4 Mondays 6-8 p.m. 4/7-4/28
Bethesda Intermediate $135

The Short Story: Point of View
Jennifer Buxton

Why do some writers claim that point of view is the 
single most important decision a writer makes? This 
workshop will explore the powers and limitations 
of various points of view. We will workshop student 
stories with emphasis on how each writer’s choice 
of perspective helps or hinders the tale being told 
and whether the story is fully developed. Weekly 
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